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FURNITURE MAKER FINDS SUCCESS AND ACCLAIM WITH UNIQUE DESIGNS 

Former Computer Scientist D iscovers New Life in the World  of Wood 

 
HOLYOKE, MA, March 17, 2008 – In 2002, Bart Niswonger left his 
prestigious graduate program and a promising career in computer science to 
pursue his passion for making fine furniture.  After only four years in 
business, Niswonger is finding success and critical acclaim with his award-
winning colorful and distinctive furniture, which he designs and builds in the 
Pioneer Valley.  Niswonger, a native of Williamsburg and an Easthampton 
resident, has found clients and interior decorators welcoming of his unique 
aesthetic, having garnered commissions from Boston to New York, and in 
between.    
 
After having studied and worked in the field of computer science designing 
and building complex systems for ten years, Niswonger became frustrated with 
computer science as a medium for expressing his design ideas. He decided to 
follow in the artistic footsteps of his father, Gary Niswonger, a painter and 
art professor at Smith College.  He left his computer science graduate 
program and a career in computers to design and build furniture, which had 
previously been only a hobby.  “I realized that the complex systems I was 
designing in school were intellectually fascinating,” says Niswonger, “but I 
was more deeply satisfied building a complicated piece of furniture.  I can 
have a meaningful conversation with anyone about a piece of furniture I 
designed, which was not the case with my computer system design work.”  
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In 2004, Niswonger formed Studio Cochineal with Carl Schlerman, a  
cabinetmaker, collaborating on the design and construction of colorful and 
textured furniture.  In late 2006, Schlerman left to pursue his own 
furniture interests, and Niswonger has been successfully building the 
business on his own ever since. 
 
Niswonger’s goal is to build furniture that is exciting to look at and to 
touch; that incorporates texture and color; that is informed by the rich 
history of furniture in New England, but that embraces modern aesthetics.  
The result is furniture with a familiar feel that is entirely modern and unique, 
a tactile as well as visual experience.  Niswonger’s furniture invites people to 
pay attention; it's hard to ignore.   
 
“I enjoy creating objects that invite strong reactions, forcing people to 
confront their expectations of what furniture should be," Niswonger says. 
"Strong colors and unusual textures are exciting, particularly when 
incorporated into unexpectedly traditional forms. That excitement draws 
people to the work, inviting them to touch it.” 
 
Over the last two years, recognition of the quality and originality of 
Niswonger’s work has been growing.  The 2006 Fine Furnishings Providence 
show honored Studio Cochineal’s “Striped Cabinet on Stand” with its Best 
Contemporary Piece award.  Six months later, the Boston-based Society of 
Arts and Crafts awarded Niswonger with its Best of Media – Furniture award at 
its CRAFTBOSTON show in the spring of 2007. Since then, he has 
successfully expanded his business into the New York market, displaying his 
work in the international Furniture Society’s booth at the 2007 International 
Contemporary Furniture Fair in Manhattan. 
 
Niswonger’s latest honor has been an invitation to give a presentation about 
his work at the Society of Arts and Crafts’ CRAFTBOSTON show in late March. 
Niswonger will be talking about Form and Surface in Connecticut River Valley 
Furniture:  the interplay between form and surface as explored by furniture 
makers of the Connecticut River valley from the 1600s until today, and how 
it informs his own work. 
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In 2008, Niswonger is expecting to exhibit his furniture at shows around the 
Northeast, including the Society of Arts and Crafts’ CRAFTBOSTON show in 
March, the International Contemporary Furniture Fair in New York in May, and 
the Fine Furnishings Providence show in October.  In addition, Niswonger’s 
work can be seen at various smaller invitational shows around New England, 
such as the recent Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts of North Adams’ 
Gallery 51 exhibit, Handmade: A Look at Contemporary Crafts. 
 
About Studio Cochineal:  Bart Niswonger has been designing and building 
furniture as Studio Cochineal for four years. In January 2007 he moved into 
his current 2500 square foot shop in the old Dinn Brothers Trophy building 
in Holyoke.  The majority of his current work is commissioned by individuals 
or decorators in Boston and New York – each piece is crafted to the client’s 
specifications, and is unique.  Niswonger also creates speculative pieces that 
are for sale. His work can be seen at Arts … Etcetera in West Newton, MA, 
and at a number of shows and exhibitions around the Northeast.  Exposure 
from shows and awards has allowed his business to grow quickly and he 
currently has a waiting list of nine months to a year. 
 
For more information and for copies of high-resolution images of Studio 
Cochineal furniture, contact Bart Niswonger at (413) 320-5930 or 
bart@studiocochineal.com, or through www.studiocochineal.com. 
 
For more information about the shows mentioned: 

• CRAFTBOSTON 2008: March 28-30, World Trade Center, Boston. 
craftboston.org 

• International Contemporary Furni ture Fair  (ICFF): May 17-20, 
Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, New York City.   
icff.com 

• Fine Furnishings & Fine Craft Show – Prov idence: October 24-
26, 2008, Rhode Island Convention Center, Providence. 
finefurnishingsshows.com 

 
#  #  # 

 



Bedside Tables
2008 - 22” h x 22” w x 22” d

ash; cast urethane; dye; gloss finish
Designed & Built by Bart Niswonger

©2008 Bart Niswonger, LLC. All rights reserved.
Studio Cochineal

www.studiocochineal.comfurniture: designed & built



Coffee Table with Satellites
2007 - 18” h x 36” w x 48” d

16” h x 18” w x 18” d

curly red oak and ash frame; dye; paint; gloss finish
Designed & Built by Bart Niswonger

©2008 Bart Niswonger, LLC. All rights reserved.
Studio Cochineal

www.studiocochineal.comfurniture: designed & built



Long Cabinet
2006 - 28” h x 56” w x 14” d

ash and cherry; paint; gloss finish
Designed & Built by Bart Niswonger & Carl Schlerman

©2008 Bart Niswonger, LLC. All rights reserved.
Studio Cochineal

www.studiocochineal.comfurniture: designed & built
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