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Bart Niswonger 
Owner . Designer . Builder 

 

Studio Cochineal 
68-A Winter Street 
Holyoke, MA 01040 
413 . 320 . 5930 .T 
413 . 527 . 4179 .f 

bart@studiocochineal.com  

Resume 

Objecti ve 

To build beautiful, graceful objects that are meant to be touched, admired and used. 
My interest in complex functional objects drew me first to computers, where I searched 
for and learned to see the beauty and grace of a well designed system.  Furniture 
embodies the four elements I found in computers: complexity, functionality, beauty and 
grace, and to those it adds tangibility.  This fifth element allows us all to understand 
furniture.  We can reach out and touch it, interact with it both visually and tactilely.  
That physical experience, absent from the esoteric world of computer science, is very 
rewarding for me personally.  I design and build furniture that explores the interaction 
from a design perspective, balancing form versus surface, referencing tradition while 
drawing the viewer in to touch. 

Awards 
Best of Media, Furniture 

CRAFTBOSTON Spring 2007 

Best in Show, Furniture, Single Piece Contemporary 
Striped Cabinet on Stand  
Fine Furnishings Providence Show Fall 2006 

Gallery Representation 
Arts … Etcetera / MB Stahl Interiors, West Newton, MA 

Selected Exhib i t ions 
Fine Furnishings Providence Show 

Providence, RI, Fall 2008, 2007, 2006, 2005 

International Contemporary Furniture Fair 
New York City, NY, Spring 2008, 2007 

CRAFTBOSTON 
Boston, MA, Spring 2008, 2007 

Paradise City Arts Festival 
Northampton, MA, Spring 2006, Fall 2005 

The Philadelphia Furniture and Furnishings Show 
Philadelphia, PA, Spring 2005 

Education 
University of Washington: M.S. in Computer Science, June 2002. 

Project topic: Distributing generalized search trees in a peer-based system. 

University of Chicago: B.S. in Computer Science, June 1997. 
General and Departmental Honors. 


